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LETTER 


T    O 


Sir  John  de  Graham,  Knight. 

Si  r, 

Read,  with  Abundance  of 
I  Satisfaction,  your  Labours 
|!  upon  the  Subje£t  of  In- 
J|  Jimffiions  to  Members  of 
||}  Parliament ;  and  I  cannot 
-Jfel  but  hope,  that  the  Refolu- 
tions,  to  which  man  y  of  the  Quar ter-Seffions, 
and  other  Meetings  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  feveral Counties  ofScotland^hawe  come, 
to  recommend  fome  Points  to  their  refpec- 

tive 
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tivc  Members  of  Parliament,  arc,  in  Part, 
owing  to  them.  But,  to  whatever  Motive 
or  Confederation  thefe  Refolutions  and 
Recommendations  are  owing,  I  cannot  but 
approve  of  the  decent  and  regular  Manner 
In  which  they  have  been  propofed,  and 
have  pail,  and  of  the  Subfrancc  of  fuch  of 
them  as  I  havd  feen. 

1  know, that  there  are  not  wanting  Men 
among  us,  who  think  it  a  Piece  of  mighty 
Preemption  in  Electors  to  inftrudl,  or  even 
to  recommend  any  Thing 'to  their  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  oi'  how  great  Confe- 
quence  foever  it  may  be  to  the  People, 
while  others  think  they  have  no  Right  to 
inftruU)  but  may  very  well  recommend 
fuch  Things. 

A  Difpute  about  Words  iliould  always 
be  avoided  ;  and  one  of  the  beft  Ways  to' 
do  fo,  is,  to  give  the  Senfe  of  any  Term 
tifed.  If,  by  inJlriiBing  a  Member  of  Par-? 
liament,  is  meant,  cc  to  give  him  Inltruc- 
*c  tions  by  which  he  is  to  be  tied  down, 
cc  and  mud  walk,  tho?  good  and  manifeft 
*c  Reafons  are  given  to  the  contrary,  "  I 
fliould  have  abfolutely  declared  iagainft 
ufing  that  Term.  Ewry  Man  (tmild  he 
left  open  to  Reafon  and  Conviction  — — 
JLkU&rss    afcer  having  given  Jnftruttions, 

fqrely, 
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furely,  are  in  that  Condition  ;  and  they 
cannot,  with  Jufticb,  tie  up  their  Member 
from  yielding  to  what  ftiould  be  every 
Man's  Triumph  to  fubmit  to,  namely,  to 

Reafon  and  Convittion.  But,  I  own, 

all  I  ever  underftood  by  the  Words,  giving 
Injlritctions,  is  no  more  than  a  Tower  re- 
maining with  Conftituents,  (and  fuch  Elec- 
tors, furely,  are)  to  declare  their  Opinions 
upon  certain  Matters,  which  they  think 
wry  greatly  their  Intereft  to  be  done  to 
their  Satisfaction,  or  to  be  avoided^  as 
tending  much  to  their  Hurt,  and  which 
their  Member  is  obliged  to  do,  or  endea- 
vour to  have  done,  or  to  avoid  concurring 
with,  and  even  to  eppofe  being  done ',  unhfs 
man  if  eft  Reafons  are  brought  to  the  contra* 
ry.  And,  of  thefc  manifeft  Reafons,  I  am 
far  from  thinking  the  Member  is  the  abfo- 
lutc  Judge  :  Becaufe  that  would  be  to  rob 
his  Conftituents  of  their  undoubted  Right, 
the  Tower  of  judging  for  themfehes,  oi 
every  Thing  that  concerns  them,  and  of 
judging  ofr  the  Conduct  of  their  Member, 
which  more,  of  Right,  belongs  to  them, 
than  to  himfelf.  ■ — ■  Nor  do  I  think  the 
Conftituents  of  any  one  County  the  abfo- 
lute  Judges  of  thefe  manifefi  Reafons ;  be- 
caufc,  if  the  Reafons  given  iliouid  fatisfy 

the 
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the  Bulk of  the  Nation,  I  fhould  think 
their  Member  in  the  Right  for  departing 
from  his  Iuftrudions.  ■ — —  It  is,  in  fhort, 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Bulk  of  the  Nation* 
that  can  either  juftify  what  I  mean  by  giv* 
4&§  InjlmUions,  or  a  Member's  departing 
from  them  5  whoever  has  Thefe  upon  his 
Side,  I  take  to  be  in  the  Right,  in  Quefti- 
ons  of  this  Kind  :  And,  indeed,  I  cannot 
fee  how  any  Man  of  found  Principles  can 
argue  or  think  in  a  different  Manner. 

At  the  fame  Time,Iconfefs,  I  prefer  the 
Word  Recommendation,  becaufe  it  is,  at 
firft  View,  lefs  exceptionable,  and,  ac- 
cording to  my  Senfc  of  the  Thing,  it  dif* 
fers  in  nothing  from  Inftru&ion  $  and  that 
any  Member,  who  has  the  Boldnefs  (tho'  I 
do  Pot  know  if  that  is  the  propereft  Word) 
to  depart  from  what  is  recommended  to 
him,  without  being  able  to  produce  mani- 
fefi  Reafons  for  his  having  fo  done,  is  juft 
as  liable,  and  ought;  to  be  fuitably  cenfur'd 
by  his  Conftituents,  as  if  he  had  been  in- 
ftructed. 

But  there  arc  fome  People,  and  perhaps 
there  may  have  been  fome  Members  of 
Parliament,  (  as  I  have  already  hinted  ) 
Who  think  it  a  mighty  Piece  of  Prcfumpti- 
pn  in  Eledtors^  to  give  them  InflruUions, 

in 
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in  any  Senfe,  or  even  to  recommend  any 
Matters  to  them,  to  be  done  or  avoided. 
— •  I  muft  declare  this  to  be  both  a  Piece 
of  great  Imprudence,  and  no  fmall  Piece  of 
Preemption,  upon  their  Part. 

Imprudence  it  muft  have  been, in  Mem-* 
bers  of  Parliament,becaufe3reafonably  fpeak-* 
ing,  no  Man  would  chufe  to  employ  a  Maa 
afrefh,to  execute  any  Truft  of  Importance* 
ifhefhould,  upon  the  Back  of  being  em- 
ployed, fay,  That  he  would  by  no  Means 
confult  his  Employer,  how  he  was  to  be- 
have in  the  Execution,  of  it;  or,  if  hefliould 
have  the  Modefty  to  tell  his  Employ er,That 
he  did  not  underftand  his  own  Affair  fo 
Well  as  he  did  ;  or,  That  he  knew  nothing 
about  them  ;  That  he  had  got  a  Truft  to 
do  a  Thing  whereby  the  Truft er  was  di- 
verted, and  that  he,  the  Truftee,  would  ]u& 
do  as  he  lifted,  and  would  receive  neither 
Council,  Direction,  Advice,  nor  Recom- 
mendation* Such  pretty  Language  as  that 
Would  afluredly  provoke  any  private  Man 
to  turn  his  pretended  Truftee  adrift,  the 
firft  Occafion  that  offered,  and  he  would  be 
very  forry  if  he  had  given  him  a  Truft  irre- 
vocable for  a  Term  of  Years  ;  efpecially 
if  it  went  fo  far  as  to  comprehend  his 
greateft  Intereft^  Life,  Reputation,  Eftate 

and 
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and  Religion.  Now,  if  Men  a&  by  thd 
fame  Principles  of  Reafon,  in  Matters  of 
greater,  as  they  do  in  thofe  of  fm:tlJer  Im- 
portance, fure  I  am,  unlefs  there  is  forne 
curfed  Leaven  that  poilons  the  Lump,  they 
lhould  juft  ad:  by  their  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  they  do  by  their  Truftees  in  Af- 
fairs of  private  Life,  which  are,  doubtlefs, 
by  far,  of  Jefs  Confequence:  This  Pretence 
is  therefore  imprudent* 

That  this  fame  Pretence  would  be  a 
Piece  of  no  fmali  Prefumption,  upon  the 
Part  of  Members  of  Parliament,  I  think 
needs  no  great  Share  of  Eloquence  to 
prove.  A  Candidate,  for  that  important 
Truft,  will  cringe  and  fawn,  he'll  confult 
every  Man's  particular  Tafte  and  Inclina- 
tion, and  turn  himfelf  into  Forty  different 
Shapes  to  obtain  it  :  He'll  tell  you,  That 
he  has  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  Country ;  That,  in  all  parlia* 
mentary  Confutations,  nothing  ("hall  pre- 
vail with  him  to  depart  an.Ace  from  it* 
He  will  notfcruple  to  own  /^?j,(  what  may 
be  very  true)  that  he  will  be  the  better  for 
Advice,  and  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  e* 
very  Body  for  it  ;  and, .particularly,  that 
he  would  take  it  kindly  to  know  his  Con* 
ilituents  Opinions.     When  he  is  chofen,  if 

he 
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he  fliall  be  all  Senfe,  all  Wifdom,  all  Pe- 
netration, and  they  that  chofe  him  a  Par- 
cel of  headftrong,  giddy,  fa&ioas  People, 
that  pretend  to  give  Him  Advice,  One 
cannot  but  be  furprized  at  fo  fadden  a 
Change,  It  cannot  but  fcem  abfurd,  that, 
by  the  bare  Choice  of  a  Man  as  Parliament 
Man,  he  fhall  fally  forth,  from  a  humble 
Supplicant,  not  a  great  deal  wifer  than 
thole  that  chofe  him,  fuch  a  Mafter-Piece 
of  Wifdom,  that  every  Body  muft  be 
perfwaded,  that  thofe  that  have  chofen 
him  to  reprcfent  them  in  Parliament,  and 
intruded  him  with  their  moft  valua- 
ble Concerns,  have  no  more  to  do  with 
them;  have  neither  Eftate,  Reputation,  nor 
any  Thing,  but  what,  and  in  what  Man- 
ner, he  pleafes  they  fliall  poffefs ;  and,  that 
it  is  Impudence  and  Arrogance,  fo  much  as 
to  pQint  at  pretending  to  underftand  any 
Thing  about  them  ;  that  his  Electors  have 
trufted  him,  and,  confequently,  he  can  do 
what  he  pleafes,  and  deftroy  them,  as  eve- 
ry honeft  Truftee  may  and  iliould  do,  for 
what  he  fays  is  their  Good.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve there  are  any  Gentlemen  poffeft  of 
fo  great  a  Share  of  Aflurance,  as  to  hold 
a  Language^  which  is  the  worthy  "Parent 
of  fuch  nonfenfical  Confequences, 

B  Bur 
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But,  it  has  been  faid,— — "^  c  A  Member 
c  of  Parliament  does  not  reprefent  the 
c  Place  alone  for  which  he  is  chofen,  but 
•  the  Nation  in  general ;  fo  that  it  were 
c  ridiculous  to  imagine,  that  he  ftiould  be 
c  governed  by  the  Inftru&ions  or  Recom- 
c  mendations  of  any  particular  County, 
c  where  Fa&ion  or  Party-Intercft  may 
c  prevail,  very  much  contrary  to  the  Inte- 
c  reft  of  the  Nation  in  general;  fo  that, 
c  unlefs  the  whole  Nation  fhould  join  in 
c  their  Recommendations,  they  fhould  not 
c  be  of  any  Force,  fo  much  as  to  have  even 
c  any  Weight  with  a  Member. 

Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious  than 
thi$  Argument  ;  and  I  hope,  that  what  I 
faid,  upon  giving  the  Senfe  of  the  Terms, 
Inftruftion  and  Recommendation,  would 
fuggeft  a  fufficient  Anfwer.  But  I  fhall 
ofrer,  for  the  Benefit  of  your  Readers, 
fomething  more  particular  upon  this  Head, 
becaufe  1  have  heard  this  infifted  upon  with 
great  Warmth,  tho*,  I  always  thought, 
With  very  little  Weight. 

It  is  true,  That,  in  oneSenfe,a  Member 
rcprefents  the  Nation  in  general,  becaufe 
his  Opinions,  or  rather  his  Voice,  may  af- 
fe&  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  $  and  from 
this,  I  think,  it  follows,  that  he  ought  to 

regard 


regard  no  Inftrnfflion,  no  Recommendation, 
but  what  tends  to  the  general  Good  :  Bat 
it  will  not  from  thence  follow,  therefore, 
he  fliould  not  receive  any  Recommendati- 
on from  the  County  that  chofe  him,  nor 
from  any  but  the  whole  Nation,  as  to 
Matters  that  concern  the  publick  and  ge- 
neral Good.  A  Man  of  Worth  will  be 
glad  to  hear  of  that  from  any  Body,  and 
Will  never  put  himfclf  upon  Honour  to  dif- 
pute  fo  plain  a  Toint^  with  the  People 
that  gave  him  a  Being,  a  few  Months  ago, 
as  Member  of  Parliament :  This  I  think 
might  ferve  for  all  Anfwer  to  the  Objecti- 
on, which,  I  am  afraid,  is  only  made  for 
Jivafion  ;  for,  if  the  whole  Nation  fhould 
concur  to  recommend  the  fame  Things, 
perhaps  a  Majority  of  Forty  five  Men, 
may,  in  future  Times,  be  founds  who  would 
tell  you,  The  Nation  was  mad,  and  that: 
they  would  do  them  much  better  Service 
againft  their  Will.  To  proceed.  - —  It 
is  not  true,  in  another  Rcfpeft,  that  a 
Member  reprefents  the  whole  Nation. 
Common  Speech  muft  mean  fomething,  and 
therefore,  when  fuch  a  one  is  called,  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  the  City  of  E — > 
Nobody  will  fay,  Ke  is  Member  for  all 
Scotland)  nor  underftand  it  fo,  for  many 

moft 
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mod  obvious  and  plain  Reafons. There 

is  a  fpeciai  Relation  between  the  Electors 
and  the  Perfons  chofen.    It  is  the  Electors 

of  a   County,  for  Inftancc,  of  E h> 

that  chofe  their  Member  ;  it  was  not  the 
whole  Nation  chofe  him,  (  tho'  any  Part 
fhould  have  been  proud  of  fuch  a  Choice  ) 
and,  therefore,  he  is  primarily  and  chiefly 
their  Member,  conne&ed  by  a  fpeciai  Re- 
lation to  them  ,•  and  therefore  muft  be,  in 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  obliged  to  fomc 
fpeciai  Duty  with  rcfpedfc  to  them  ;  fuch 
as  Correfpondence  with  them  ;  — ~  in 
Cafes  of  Difficulty,  to  ask  their  Opinion, 
at  leaft,  to  hear  it  writh  Refpeft,  when  de- 
cently offered.  A  Member  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  J  ■,  who  would  ask  Advice,  (if  he 
thought  he  needed  to  advife  with  any  Part 
of  the  Country)  from  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  E ,  wrould  pafs  for  a  ve- 
ry odd-headed  Fellowr :  They  probably 
Would  tell  him,  That  it  was  not  their  pro- 
per Bufinefs  to  hold  a  Correfpondence  with 
him,  nor  to  give  him  their  Opinions,  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  their  Member  >  and  he 
might  go  confult  with  his  own  Electors. 
And  juft  fo  the  Electors  of  any  one  Coun- 
ty, would  be  thought  a  ftrange  pragmatick 
Set  of  Fellows,  fhould  they   offer    their 

Opini- 
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Opinions  to  one  not  their  own   Member. 

To  iniift,  therefore,  that  all  this  Part  of  the 
Nation  of  "Britain  ilioukl  inftruft  (in  my 
Senfe)  each  Member,  befides,  that  it  is  to 
hope  for  an  Impoffibility,  is  moft  unrcafon- 
able  j  and  this  is  the  very  Reaion  why  I 
callM  the  Objection  an  Eva  (ion. 

But,  to  bring  this  Difpute  nearer  the 
Eye,  I  would  have  it  obferved,  that  the 
whole  Weight  of  the  Objection  lands  m 
this,  That  Inftructionsi  or  Recommendati- 
ons^ (hould)  before  they  are  regarded^  con- 
tain "Things  that  [peak  the  Senfe  of  the 
Nation.  Which  can  be  the  only  Mean- 
ing of  One's  infifting,  as  a  National  Repre- 
fentative,to  be  nationally  inftrufied,or  to 
have  fome  Things  recommended  to  bo 
done,  and  others  to  be  avoided,  as  what 
the  Nation  is  generally  agreed  upon. 

I  have  already  admitted,  that  That 
Recommendation  only  can  deferve  the  At- 
tention of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  which 
refpetts  the  publick  national  Good  ;  under 
which,  no  doubt,  is  comprehended  the 
particular  Good  of  any  Part  of  it,  con- 
fident with  the  Good  of  the  Whole,  which 
I  only  mention  to  avoid  Miftakes.  And, 
if  there  was  no  pcflible  Way  to  know  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Nation,  but  that  mentio- 
ned 
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ned  in  the  Objection,  it  would  have  Force 
enough.  But  then,  as  there  are  certain 
Points,  upon  which  every  Body  that  has  Ears 
rnuft  know  the  Sentiments  of  the  Nation  ; 
fo,  to  dwell  no  longer  upon  general  Argu- 
ments, let  me  defcend  to  fome  Examples 
which  may  help  to  clear  the  Matter,  Let 
the  Subiiance  of  the  Recommendations, 
gone  into  by  the  Gentlemen  of  feveral 
Counties,  to  their  reipe&ive  Members  of 
Parliament,  be  the  Subject  upon  which 
what  remains  fliail  be  faid.  And,  for  the 
'Advantage  of  every  Reader,  I  fhall  infert 
that  of  the  County  of  Haddingtoun^  a  Co- 
py of  which  has  fallen  by  Accident  into 
my  Hands, 
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The  Recommendation  of  the 
Juftices  of  Peace  of  the  County 
of  Haddtngtoun,  met  at  their 
Quarter-Seffions,  the  19th  or 
Ottober,  17^4.  at  Haddingtoun*, 
and  of  the  Freeholders  of  thefaid 
County,  to  John  Cockhum  of 
Qrmiftoun,  Eiquire,  returned  as 
Member  for  the  faid  County  to. 
ferve  in  the  prefent  Parliament. 

WE>  the  Juftices  of  Peace  of  the  Shire 
of  Haddingtoun>  met  at  our  Quar- 
ter-Seffions, and  the  other  Freeholders  of 
the  faid  Shire,  hereto  fubferibing,  confider- 
ing,  That,  by  Time  and  Experience,  it  has 
been  found,  that  the  many  and  falutary 
Laws,  already  made  for  fecuring  and  pre- 
ferring our  prefent  happy  Conftitution, 
are,  in  fomc  Meafure,  defe&ive ;  and  that 
the  fupplying  of  fuch  Defeats  highly  de- 
ferves  the  Confideration  of  Parliament  ; 
and  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  Perfon, 
who  is  reprcfented  in  it,  to  contribute,  as 
far  as  lies  in  their  Power,  towards  the  pro- 
curing 
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curing  and  ena&ing  fuch  Laws,  as  either 
appear  rcafonable  or  ncccffary  to  fecure 
the  many  valuable  Blcflings  we  enjoy  un- 
der fo  happy  a  Conftitution'j  and  that  no 
Time  can  appear  more  proper  than  this,  to 
endeavour  to  have  fuch  Defeth  fupplied, 
the  near  Approach  of  the  firft  Seffion  of  a 
ftew  Parliament,  called  by  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  who  hath  given  us  his  repeat- 
ed Royal  Declarations,  that  he  has  nothing 
more  at  Heart,  than  the  Profperity  and 
Happinefs  of  his  People;  and  that  he  will 
maintain  inviolably  our  prefent  happy  Con- 
ftitution,  and  make  the  Laws  the  Rule 
and  Meafure  of  his  Government  :  Judge 
it  our  Duty  to  recommend  it  to  you,  as 
Member  return'd  to  fervc  in  Parliament  for 
our  County,  that  you,  in  the  general,  pro- 
mote the  palling  fuch  Laws  as  may  be  pro- 
pofed  for  the  better  Security  of  our  prefent 
happy  Conftitution  :  And,  more  particular- 
ly, we  do  carneftly  recommend  to  you,  to 
endeavour  to  procure  a  Law,  or  Laws, 
for  the  better  explaining,  and  the  bring- 
ing to  a  Certainty,  the  Rights  of  Ele- 
ction, and  Methods  of  proceeding  in 
Eledions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, for  Counties  and  Boroughs  in 
Scotland*  fuch  as  ftiall  effectually  fecure 

the 
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the  Freedom    and    Impartiality    of   the 

Choice  of  Members  of  Parliament,  to  be 
according  to  the  real  Sentiments  of  the 
feveral  Ele&ors,  and  fhall  guard  the 
Whole  againft  the  undue  Influence  that 
may  ufed  by  every  Body,  and  efpecially 
by  thofe  that  may  be  in  the  Adminiftrati- 
on  ;  and  fuch  as  fliall  more  effectually  re- 
train Returning  Officers,  from  making  un- 
due and  arbitrary  Returns. 

idly*  That  you  do  ufe  your  utmoft 
Endeavours  to  procure  a  Law,  or  Laws. 
fuflficient  to  attain  the  great  End  of  ef- 
fectually preventing  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tion in  all  Ele&ions  ;  and  for  the  more 
eafy  and  compleat  Execution  of  fuch 
Laws  as  have  been  already,  or  may  yet  be 
enacted  to  this  Purpofe. 

$dly.  We  recommend  it  to  you,  to 
concur  in  enaCting  any  Laws,  or  fettling 
fuch  Regulations  as  may  conduce  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Honour,  Freedom  and  Indepen- 
dency of  Parliament:  And,  upon  this 
Head,  we  arc  of  Opinion,  that  you  fhould 
have  it  in  your  Eye,  to  prevent  the  Par- 
liament's being  compofed  of  an  unreafon- 
able  Number  of  Perlons  employed  in  Ci- 
vil or  Military  Offices,  from  which  they 
may  be  removed  at  Pleafure. 

C  /[to.  For 
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qto.  FoRthebetter  fecuring  the  Freedom 
of  Parliament,  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  that  they  may  have  more  frequent 
Occafion  to  re&ify  theMiftakesof  a  wrong 
Choice  of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  to 
difcover  their  Opinions  with  refped  to 
Things  that  are  proper  and  neceiTary  to 
be  brought  under  Parliamentary  Consider- 
ation., We  do  earneftly  recommend  it  to 
you,  to  ufe  your  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
have  the  Time  of  Duration  of  Parliaments 
fhortned,  as  much  as  may  be,  and  new  Par- 
liaments more  frequently  called. 

5/0.  That  you  do  vigoroufly  oppofe  the 
Extenfion  of  Excife-Laws,  as  being,  by 
Experience,  found  grievous  and  burden- 
fome  to  the  People  ;  and  that,  when  the 
neceffary  Exigencies  of  the  Government 
can  allow  it,  you  ufe  your  beft  Endea- 
vours to  have  the  Excifes,  that  are  al- 
ready jmpos'd,  as  well  as  the  Manner  of 
levying  them,  mitigated. 

6to.  That  you  carefully  avoid  giv- 
ing your  Countenance  or  Concurrence  to 
general  Votes  of  Credit,  where  the  parti- 
cular Ufes  for  which  they  are  intended  are 
not  laid  before  the  Parliament  ;  fuch  unli- 
mited Powers  and  Votes,  being,  in  our  O- 
pinion,  highly  dangerous  to  the  Conftituti- 

on, 
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on,  and  tending  to  fuperfede  the  frequent 
calling  of  Parliaments. 

7 mo.  We  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
you,  rigoroufly  to  oppofc  the  applying,  for 
the  Uie  of  any  of  the  Years  of  this  pre- 
fent  Parliament,  any  Part  of  the  Funds, 
commonly  called,  the  aggregate  ^  or  fink- 
ing Funds ) which, by  the  great  Wifdom  of 
former  Parliaments,  ftands  appropriated 
for  Payment  of  our  national  Debt,  which 
continues  to  be  immenfely  great,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  the  great  Taxes  which  have 
been  levied  for  many  Years  backwards  in 
Time  of  Peace  ;  fuch  Application  of  the 
(inking  Fund  to  any  Ufe,  except  the  wife 
and  great  Ufe  to  which  it  has  been  already 
appropriated,  appearing  to  us  to  be  hurtful 
to  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  and  to 
publick  Credit. 

§co.  That  you  do  concur  in  enabling 
any  proper  Law  for  regulating  the  Quali- 
fications of  Juftices  of  the  Peace  ;  and  for 
reftraining,  in  particular,  Officers  of  the 
Army,  having  no  Intereft  in  Counties, from 
being  named  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  fuch 
Counties. 

9110.  That,  in  all  Queftions  which  con- 
cern Elections,  that  may  come  before  any 
Seffions  of  this  prcfent  Parliament,  you  do 

concur 
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concur  to  fupport  the  Perion,  whether  fit- 
ting Member  or  Petitioner,  upon  whofe 
Side  it  iliall  appear,  that  the  Right  of  E- 
le&ion  truly  iliall  be  ;  and  that  you  care- 
fully embrace  every  Occafion  to  fhew  a 
juft  Indignation  againft  all  Corruption  and 
corrupt  Pra<5tices,  that  may  appear  to  have 
been  ufed  in  any  Election,  as  Things  fub- 
verfive  of  all  that  is  valuable,  and,  parti- 
cularly, of  the  very  Effence,  Being,  and 
Conftitution  of  Parliament. 

And,  JLaftly^  We  do  recommend  it  to 
you,  to  correfpond,  from  Time  to  Time, 
with  your  Electors  ;  to  give  them  No- 
tice of  any  Thing  material  that  may  be 
brought  into  Parliament,  or  which  you 
may  have  Reafon  to  believe  is  projected 
to  be  brought  into  it,  that  they  may  have 
Occafion  to  offer  their  Sentiments  upon 
fuch  Matters,  and  of  informing  you  of 
fuch  Fa<£ts  as  may  not  confift  with  your 
Knowledge,  or  may  at  the  Time  have  e- 
fcaped  your  Memory. 

We  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend 
thefe  Things  to  you  at  this  Time,  hoping, 
that,  in  all  Parliamentary  Deliberations  and 
Proceedings,  you  will  fo  demean  yourfelf, 
as  may  be  moil  for  the  Real  Service  of  your 
Country,   and  confident   with  the  Senfe 

and 


C   21    ] 

and  Opinion  of  thofe  who  have  now  a- 
gain  fent  you  to  reprefent  them,  and  have 
chofen  you  as  their  Mouth  in  Parliament ; 
and  we  do  affure  you,  that  it  is  not  from 
any  Diftruft  or  Sufpicion  that  we  entertain 
of  you,  who  have  fo  long  and  fo  worthily 
reprefented  us  in  Parliament,  that  we  have 
recommended  thofe  Things,  but  beeaufe 
we  are  pcrfwaded,  that  it  will  be  agree- 
able to  you,  to  know  our  Sentiments  upon 
Matters  of  fo  high  Confequence  to  us  and 
our  Pofterity. 

If  the  fevcral  Matters,  recommended  to 
the  Member  for  Haddingtoun-ShlxS)  are, 
in  themfelves,  good  and  uncontefted  ;  and  if 
thofe  agreed  to  by  the  other  Counties  are 
alfo  fuch,  as  being,  in  Subftance,  pretty 
nearly  the  fame  :  If  they  are  Nationally 
good:  If  they  contain  Points  which  it  is  the 
undifputed  Right  of  the  People  to  infift 
upon,  no  Member  of  Parliament  fhould  &6t 
contrary  to  them,  nor  refufe  to  receive 
them  from  the  Hands  of  his  own  Conftitu- 
ents  with  Thankfulnefs,  as  affording  one 
good  Argument  to  fupport  the  paffing  fuch 
Laws  as  are  recommended,  that  he  knows 
them  to  be  the  Senfe  of  his  own  Conftitu- 
ents,  and  of  the  great  Bulk  of  the  Nation, 
which,  of  itfelf,  is  a  tolerable  Apology  for 

giv- 
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giving  an  Opinion  in  Parliament,  tho'  it 
ihould  go  no  farther,  than  to  iliew  that  it 
is  the  Opinion  of  his  Conftituents.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  thefcveral  Articles,  mention- 
ed in  this  Recommendation,  are  hurtful  to 
its  true  Intereft,  and  nothing  but  the  Pro- 
dudt  and  Spawn  of  Faction  and  Sedition, 
carried  on  with  no  other  Intention,  but  to 
dijirefs  the  prefent  Adminifiration->  no  Wife, 

no  Good  Man  (liould  regard   them. 

This  I  take  to  be  a  fair  State  of  the  Cafe. 

To  examine,  therefore,  the  feveral  Ar- 
ticles of  this  Paper,  one  by  one,  I  know 
no  Method  more  juft  and  decifive,  than  to 
read  them  juft  in  oppofite  Terms  ;  and  I 
fhall  be  bold  enough  to  fay,  That  I  (hall 
be  aftonifhed  to  find  any  one  Man  hardy 
enough,  or  mad  enough,  or  Fool  enough, 
when  thus  inverted,  to  affent  or  agree  to 
them.  — —  Will  any  Man  be  bold  enough 
to  fay,  That  it  is  for  the  Intereft  of  the 
Nation,  that  the  Rights  of  Election,  and 
Methods  of  proceeding  in  Elections,  fhould 
not  be  explained  and  brought  to  a  Certain- 
ty ?  It  cannot  be.  All  of  us  know  what 
has  been  theConfequence  of  Matters  (land- 
ing as  they  do,  as  to  this  Head,  and  of  the 
Difappointmenc  of  a  laudable  Attempt 
made  to  bring  thele  Things  to  a  Certainty 

the 
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the  laft  Seffions  of  the  laft  Parliament*  — *- 

Downright  Contrarieties  have  been  a£ted 
by  the  fame  Men,  and  Set  of  Men,  who 
were  not  afham'd  to  maintain,  with  the 
fame  Pofitivenefs,  the  quite  oppofite  Prin- 
ciple and  Point  of  Law,  to  Day,  which 
they  had  maintained,  juft  with  the  fame 
Warmth  and  Zeal,  the  Day  before  ,•  than 
which,  to  every  Body  who  thinks  with  any 
Meafure  of  Cooinefs  and  Impartiality,  no- 
thing can  appear  more  iniquous,  more  un- 
juft,  and,  confequently,  fhameful,  did  we 
but  live  in  a  Time  when  fuch  Things  were 
truly  thought    fhamefal   by  thofe  whofe 

Example  ihould  weigh.  —    Will   any 

Man,  that  has  not  given  up  every  Princi- 
ple of  Honour  and  Confcience,  venture  to 
fay,  That  Members  of  Parliament  fliould 
oppofe  fuch  Laws  as  may  effectually  fecure 
the  Freedom  and  Impartiality  of  the  Choice 
of  Members  of  Parliament,  to  be  accord- 
ing to  the  real  Sentiments  of  the  feveral 
Electors,  and  fo  forth,  as  in  the  Article  ? 
I  am  convinced  no  Good  Man,  no  Man  of 
Worth,  will  lay  fo. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  £o  over  all  the 
Articles  in  this  Shape.  I  fhall,  therefore, 
only  beg  of  any  Man,  who  has  the  leaft 
Doubt  of  the  Reafonablenefs  of  them,  as 

they 


.  [  H  J 
they  are  conceived,  to  read  them  over  juft 
in  the  quite  oppofite  Terms,  (which  can 
eafiiy  be  done,  by  adding  the  proper  Ne- 
gations and  Affirmations,  &c*)and  he  will 
find  it  a  Shocking  enough  Task,  to  adopt 
them  as  fo  many  political  Maxims. 

I  cannot,  neverthelefs,  omit  mentioning, 
by  a  few  tranfitory  Remarks,  what  good 
Effects  we  might  hope  to  reap  by  the  enac- 
ting of  Laws  agreeable  to  the  Articles  of 
this  Recommendation.  And,  in  the  firft 
Place,  I  think  it  would  be  one  of  the 
grcateft  Glories  of  the  Rei^n  of  a  Mo- 
narch,  who  defires  to  make  the  Laws  the 
Rule  and  Meafure  of  his  Government,  to 
bring  Matters  touching  the  Right  and  Me- 
thod of  Election,  to  a  Certainty  j  and  ef- 
fectually to  fecure  the  Freedom  and  Im- 
partiality of  the  Choice  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  according  to  the  real  Senti- 
ments of  the  Electors,  and  to  guard  the 
whole  againft  all  undue  Influence  that 
may  be  ufed  by  every  Body  ;  and  to  re- 
flrain  Returning:  Officers  from  making  un- 

ZJ  r» 

due  and  arbitrary  Returns  ;  becaufe.  This 
would  he  to  make  the  Law  the  Mea- 
fure and  Kale  of  his  Government.  And 
as  no  Man  will  venture  to  lay,  that  our 
prefent  moft  gracious  Sovereign  has  the 
leaft  Appetite  for  arbitrary  Power,  nor  any 

Defire 
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Defire  to  have  a  corrupt  Parliament,  which 
can  only  ferve  to  carry  on  corrupt  Purpo- 
fes,  which  he  cannot  but  deteft.  It  would 
effe&ually,  for  the  future,  prevent  any  Mi- 
nifter  to  get  drunk  with  Notions  of  arbi- 
trary Power,  and  to  abufe  the  Confidence 
of  his  Mafter,  by  employing  his  Name  and 
Authority,  and  the  Nation's  Money,  to 
carry  on  the  Projeft  of  keeping  himfelf  in 
Power  ;  which  will  always  be  contrary  to 
the  Hopes,  the  Willies,  and  the  Prayers  of 
every  Body,  a  few  excepted,  who,  (to  ufe 
theExprelfton  of  a  noted  Writer)  may  hap- 
pen to  bask  in  the  Sunfhine  of  his  Favour* 
It  would  prevent  the  People's  entertaining 
a  mean  and  contemptible  Opinion  of  Par- 
liament, which  muft  be  the  bad  Confequence 
of  their  imagining,  that  it  is  chofen  by  un- 
due Influence  ,•  and,  after  all,  to  do  all  the 
Article  infifts  upon,  would  be  but  a  very 
plain  Piece  of  Juftice  to  the  People,  which 
muft  have  a  very  good  Effed, 

As  to  the  fecond  Article,  I  do  think, 
that  theLaws  clearly  enough  prohibite  and 
condemn  the  infamous  Crime  of  Bribery 
and  Corruption,  which,  fooner  or  later, 
never  failed  to  ruin  the  Nation  over  which 
it  prevailed.  But,  unlefs  fomething  is  done, 
as  to  the  Evidence,  the  Proof  of  the  Crime, 
D  to 
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to  make  that  more  comeatable,  the  Laws 
fignify  but  little.  Is  it  not  a  moft  excel- 
lent Objection  to  a  Witnefs's  giving  Evi- 
dence in  a  Caufethat  concerns  the  Confti- 
tution  fo  near,  That  he  is  not  obliged  to 
[wear  to  his  own  Shame  1  He  may  play  the 
Rogue,  and  be  as  corrupt  as  he  pleafes,  fo 
he  a£ts  cautioufly,  and  every  fuch  Criminal, 
however  eminent,  muft  efcape,  becaufe  of 
an  Objection  which  he  makes  to  his  own 
fwearing,  which  fecms  to  admit  the  whole 
of  the  Thing  to  be  prov'd.  This  is  a  Piece 
of  great  Tendernefs  in  the  Law,  as  it  is 
fuppoied  to  (land,  to  very  great  Tre- 
fpaffers  againft  the  Conftitution,  and,  if  it 
labours  under  any  fuch  Difeafe  at  prefent, 
may  poffibly  require  to  be  difpenfed  with, 
if  fahts  populi  fitprema  lex  is  a  good  Prin- 
ciple, which  no  Body  doubts  :  And  this 
muft  have  a  very  good  Effect  i  for  cho,  for 
Argument's  Sake,  it  iliould  be  admitted, 
that  forne  'People  have  arrived  at  fo  high  a 
Pitch  of  Wickednefs,  as  to  value  them- 
felves  upon  their  Jddrefs  in  feducing,  bribr 
ing  and  corrupting  their  Fellow-Subjetis,  it 
might  poffibly  give  a  mortal  Wound  to  that 
pernicious  Practice,  if  it  were  made  necet- 
fary,  to  be  a  compkat  Artifi^  to  learn  to 
forfwear  toot  It  takes  fome  Time  to  ac- 
quaint 
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quaint  one's  Self  with  Wickednefs,  fo  as 
not  only  to  lofe  all  Remorfe,  but  to  make 
a  Merit  of  it  5  and  it  might,  by  Providence, 
happen,  that  Abftinence,  but  for  one  Cri- 
tical Tear^  from  fo  deteftable  a  Crime, 
might  put  us  upon  the  Way  effe&ually  to 
prevent  our  relapfing  into  it. 

As  to  the  third  Article,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  when  Parliaments  are  free 
and  independent,  they  will  probably  fpeak 
the  Senfe  of  thofe  who  chofe  the  Members 
of  them  :  But  if  Members  fliould,in  Effe£t, 
be  nam'd  by  others,  rather  than  chofen  by 
thofe  who  fend  them  to  Parliament,  pro- 
bably fuch  Members  will  chufe  to  take 
their  Orders  from  thofe  who  nam'd  them, 
rather  than  to  follow  the  Opinion  of  the 
People  who  fliould  have  chofen  them,  or 
Meafures  conducing  towards  their  Intereft  : 
And  no  impartial  Man  will  venture  to  fay, 
-that  fuch  Men,  or  fuch  as  have  either  Pen- 
(ions  or  Places,  from  which  they  may  be 
removed  at  Pleafure,  are  the  ficteft  to  be 
Members  of  Parliament.  A  Gift  is  faid  to 
pervert  the  Judgment  of  the  wife.  — -  But 
it  will  be  faid,  it  were  to  encroach  upon 
the  Prerogative,  to  hinder  the  Crown  to 
give  a  Penfion  or  Place  to  whom  it  pleafes. 
^—  The  Anfwer  is  ihort.    Let  the  Crown 

ilicw 
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fhew  its  Bounty  to  what  Perfon  It  pleafes; 
but  then,  the  Crown  has  furely  no  Prero- 
gative to  make  its  Penfioner  or  Holder  cf  a 
Poft,  efpecially  during  Pleafure,  to  conti- 
nue the  Servant^  or  Truffle,  or  Represen- 
tative of  the  People,  in  Queftions,  efpeci- 
ally, which  may  caft  up  between  the  Crown 
and  People,  in  Parliament.  And,  for  a 
compleat  Evidence  of  this,  I  need  only 
mention,  that  the  Grant  of  any  Place  (even 
for  Life)  during  the  Currency  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  a  T)ijhability^  which  is  rather  a 
Proof,  that  it  is  the  Prerogative  of  the  Peo- 
ple, that  no  Perfon  that  enjoys  a  Poft 
iliould  fie  in  Parliament.  The  Amendment, 
pointed  at  in  the  Article,  is  therefore  ex- 
treamly  neceffary  and  juft,  otherwife  the 
Disability  is  unreasonable;  and  that  is 
what  no  Man  has  yet  ventured  to  fay,  that 
I  know  of,  and  cannot  indeed  be  faid  with 
any  Jufticc.  But  befides,  as  it  is  moft  rea- 
sonable to  prefervc  the  Balance  between  all 
the  Parts  of  the  Legiflature,  fo  there  is  no 
Body5  that  is  the  leaft  acquainted  with  our 
Constitution,  but  knows,  that  the  multi- 
plying of  Places  in  the  Gift  of  the  Crown 
naturally  increafes  its  Power  and  Weight ; 
wherefore,  to  admit  the  Pcrfcns  that  pof- 
fefs  them,  without  any  Reftraint,  into  Par- 
liament, 
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liament,  feems  to  endanger  the  Balance 
that  ought,  in  a  limited  Monarchy,  to  be 
preferved  between  the  Crown  and  the  Peo- 
ple ;  and  of  this,  certain  printed  Lilts  are 
fo  many  undeniable  Proofs.  ■  It  is  true, 
that  the  People  who  rechufe  one  that  has 
got  a  Place  during  Pleafure,  have  them- 
selves to  blame  :  But,  befides  that,  one 
fhould  refle£t,that  That  is  not  the  Fault  of 
all  the  People,  whom,  neverthelefs,  fiich  a 
Rechoice  may,  and  too  often  doth  affe£t  ; 
and  that  frequently  this  happens  by  the 
Strength  of   particular,    and  always    by 

C 1  Influence  :  This  will  be  prevented, 

if  the  Disability  fhall  fubfift  and  be  conti- 
nued, when  the  Perfons  having  Places  or 
Penfions,  during  Pleafure,  exceed  a  certain 
reafonable  Number:  And  as  this  will  con- 
duce to  preferve  the  Freedom  and  Inde- 
pendency of  Parliament,  it  cannot  be  faid 
to  impair  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  : 
fince  the  Law,  as  it  (lands,  has  fhewn  a 
juft  Sufpicion  of  any  Grant  of  a  Place  or 
Penfion  made  to  a  fitting  Member  ;  and  it 
can  remove  the  Sufpicion  with  no  Man, 
that  he  comes  again  to  fit-by  the  Weight  of 
the  fame  Intcrcft  that  made  him  the  Grant 
of  a  Place  during  Pleafure. 

The 
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The  fourth  Article,  is,  in  itfelf,  fo  juft, 
and  has  been  fo  fully  handled  not  many 
Months  ago,  that  it  may  fuffice  to  fay, 
That  it  is  a  tolerable  Proof  of  the  Propri- 
ety of  the  iliort  Duration  of  Parliaments. 
That,  till  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
in  Scotlandy  there  never  was  one  'Parlia- 
ment prorogued,  they   were   Annual. 

That  this  is  ftill  the  moft  effe&ual  Method 
to  extinguiHi  Faction,  upon  the  Part  of 
jthe  Subject,  and  the  Growth  of  arbitrary 
Power,  upon  the  Part  of  the  Crown,  it 
being  almoft  naturally^and  certainly  even^- 
tually  impofifible,  that,  in  the  Courfe  of  one 
Year,  in  any  well  eftablifhed  Conftituti- 
ony  either  Fa&ion  or  arbitrary  Power 
fhould  overturn  it.  —  That  the  Com- 
plaints of  long  Parliaments,  before  the  Re- 
volution, were  loud,  and  the  calling  new 
Parliaments,  frequently,  was  made  an  Ar- 
ticle in  the  Parliaments  both  of  Scotland 
#nd  Engl  and )  in  their  feveral  Claims  of 
Right.  — —  That,  in  confequence  of  that 
Article,  by  Statute,  it  was  declared,  That 
no  Parliament  fhould  laft  longer  than 
three  Years.  —  That  this  Statute  was  c- 
ver  look'd  upon  as  one  of  the  greateft 
Securities  againft  arbitrary  Power,  Confe- 
derations fufficicnt  to  overbalance  all  the 

imagi- 
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imaginary  Obje&ions  to  It  :  And,  if  fevea 

Years  is  a  Period  of  Time,  during  which  it 
is  poflFiblefora  Minifter  to  gain  too  much 
upon  the  Affe&ions  of  [a  Parliament3  it 
is  fubmitted  to  any  reafonable  Man,  if  the 
moft  natural  Remedy  to  prevent  the  Dan- 
ger, is  not,  to  bring  the  Duration  of  them 
down  to,  at  moft,  three  Years. 

The  Senfe  of  the  Nation  has  appear- 
ed fo  manifeft  and  agreeable  to  the  fifth 
Article,  with  refpe£t  to  the  Extenfion  of 
Excife-Laws  and  Schemes,  that  it  would 
be  impertinent  to  infill  further  upon  itf 

The  fixth  Article  is  of  the  very  laft 
Importance.  There  is  no  Need  of  Parlia- 
ments, if  the  Pra&ice  of  unlimited  Votes 
of  Confidence  and  Credit  lliall  become 
common.  If  it  is  certain,  and  nothing 
is  more  fo,  that  other  Nations  have  lofi: 
their  Liberty  by  fuch  Proceedings,  a  Time 
may  come,  when  we  may  lofe  ours  the 
fame  Way.  Trincipiis  obftare^  is  a  good 
Maxim  in  Politicks,  as  well  as  Phyfick, 
and  every  Thing.  I  have  often  obferved, 
that  a  bad  Precedent  is  as  like  to  be  fol- 
lowed as  a  good: If,  therefore,  there  is  fuch 
Hazard  in  this  Matter,  nothing  fhould  be 
more  furely  guarded  againft,  nothing  can 
be  more  unparliamentary,  nothing  half  fo 

danger- 


dangerous  to  our  happy  Conftitution;  and^ 
therefore^  there  was  no  more  proper  Head 
of  a  Recommendation  to  Members  of 
Parliament,  to  prevent  the  fame  in  Time 
to  come* 

The  feventh  Article  carries  alongft 
With  it  Conviction.  To  what  Purpofe 
make  a  finking  Fund,  if,  till  it  has  attain- 
ed its  End,  the  finking  or  diminifhing  the 
Immenfe  national  Debt,  this  very  Fund 
itfelf  is  fitnk  ?  People  who  were  Cre- 
ditors to  the  Publick,  had  Reafon  to  fit 
down  contented,  when  they  had  the 
Faith  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  rely  up- 
on, for  Payment  of  the  Debts  due  to 
them.  The  Nation  had  Reafon  to  be  fa- 
tisfied,  when  a  Fund  was  eftabliilied  to 
fink  their  vaft  Debts  gradually  $  we  were 
over-perfwaded  at  that  Time,  that,  in  the 
Courfe  of  Years  already  run,  at  leaft,  two 
Thirds  of  it  was  to  be  paid.  This  was 
always  a  good  Apology  for  the  continu- 
ing heavy  Taxes  in  Time  of  Peace  :  This 
was  to  put  us  foon  into  a  Condition  to 
cope  with  any  of  our  great  Neighbours, 
fliould  they  dare  to  opprefs  us.  If  the 
Ends  propoled  have  been  attained,  let  a- 
ny  Man  fay,  or,  if  it  is  the  Way  to  at- 
tain them,  to  mifappropriate .  this  Fund  : 

And 
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And  therefore  I  think  it  was.  wile  to  give 
Members  fo  reafonable  a  Caution,  which 
it  is  impoflible  to  deny  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  Senfe  of  the  Nation,  who  can  never,  in 
thofe  Things,  be  led  to  misjudge  the  true 
Intcreft  of  it. 

The  eighth  Article  is  fclf-evident,  and 
has,  for  its  Foundation,  no  lcfs  Authority 
than  the  Claim  of  Right  ;  by  which  it  is 
declared,  that  the  making  of  Officers  of  the 
Army  Judges  through  the  Kingdom,  is 
contrary  to  Law.  A  Juftice  of  Peace  is^ 
doubtlefs,  a  Judge ;  and,  therefore,  nam- 
ing Officers  of  the  Army  falls  under  the 
San&ion  of  it  \  and  no  Part  of  that  Claim 
is  fo  little  valuable,  as  not  to  need  to  be 
meft  cxadtly  obferved  •>  befides,  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  dangerous,  than,  in 
Time  of  Peace,  to  coalite  the  Military  and 
Civil  Powers  in  the  fame  Perfons.  This, 
perhaps,  is  no  fmall  Addition  to  the  Force 
of  the  Argument  againft  (landing  Armies 
in  Time  of  Peace* 

The  ninth  Article  is  what  all  Ele&ors 
have  Reafpn  not  fo  much  as  to  doubt  of, 
fo  far,  at  lead,  as  it  recommends  to  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  to  judge  Queflions  of 
Ele&ions  according  to  Law,  and  the  Me- 
rit of  the  Ele&ion,  whether  upon  the  Pe- 
E  titioner 
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titioner  or  theReturn'd  Member  s  Side*— 

It  were  indeed  to  be  lamented,  if,  in  fo 
plain  a  Point,  an  InftruUion  or  Recommen- 
dation, neverthelefs,  were  needful ;  and 
if  an  erroneous  judgment,  in  a  Thing  of 
fo  great  Confequence,  fhould,  by  fome 
'People,  be  lookt  upon  as  not  fo  much  as  a 
petty  Trefpafs;  if  there  are  any  Gentle- 
men of  fo  dilfolute  a  Way  of  thinking, 
they  may  eafily  be  fuppos'd  capable  of 
making  a  Compliment  of  every  Thing  that 
is  dear  and  valuable  to  their  Fellow-Sub- 
je&s  :  For,  I  mnft  confcfs,  that  I  know  no 
more  valuable  Right  the  SubjeU  poffeffes, 
than  that  of  electing  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  fuppofed,  (would  it  had  always 
been  true)  that  they  arc  the  Guardians  of 
the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the  People* 
Now,  if  one  could  imagine  that  it  were 
poflhblc,  that  a  Majority  of  the  H — *e  of 

C« s  fliould  club  to  tumHim  out  who  is 

duly  ele&ed  and  returned;  or  rcfufe  to  turn 
Him  out  who  is  by  no  Means  duly  ele&ed, 
tho'  falfly  returned,  it  is  plain,  that  fo  far 
the  People  would  not  be  reprefented  in 
Parliament;  and  it  would  be  juft  as  reafon- 
able  to  leave  the  Members  for  ftich  Places 
to  be  nam'd  by  the  Leaders  of  any  pre- 
vailing Party,  without  the  Interpofition  of 

the 
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the  proper  Ele&ors;  which  would  be  a  ma- 
nifest Subveriion  of  the  very  Being  and 
Conftitution  of  Parliaments:  And  how  what 
is  dear  or  valuable  to  the  People  could  be 
fafe  in  the  Hands  of  Men  placed  in  Parlia- 
ment contrary  to  their  Confent,  is  fubmit- 
ted  to  every  Body.  Such  Things  never 
were  done,  but  to  deftroy  the  Balance  one 
W^y  or  other  ,-  either  to  enjlave  the  Peo- 
ple, or  quite  pull  down  the  Crown,  Things 
equally  abfurd,  and  therefore  equally  to 
be  avoided*—  The  Obligation  of  Cor- 
refpondence,  upon  Members  of  Parliament, 
with  their  feveral  Conftituents,  is  too  plain 
to  need  Illuftration,-  and  yet  it  may  not  be 
impoflfible  to  find  fome  Creatures  that  w7ill 
tell  you,  that  the  printed  Votes  may  ferve 

for  all  Sort  of  Correfpondence,  < One 

cannot  think  fo  of  any  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, furcly.  It  would  be  monftrous  to 
fuppofe  them  to  be  Gentlemen  of  fo  lazy  a 
Turn,  and  fo  extream  ready  to  look  down 
upon  their  Conftituents,  as  not  to  think  ic 
worth  their  While  to  enquire  more  about 
them,  juft  after  they  have  received  their 
Being,  as  Members  of  Parliament,  from 
their  Conftituents.  - — ;  For  my  Part,  I  do 
profefs,  that  I  cannot  comprehend  the 
Meaning  of  exalting  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment 
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ment  fa  highly  above  their  Electors.  Is  it 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Members  themfclves, 
or  cf  the  People  whom  they  feveraily  re- 
prefent,  that  they  are  fent  ro  ferve  in  Par- 
liament ? d    Every  Body  will  fay,  at 

leaft,  that  it  is  for  the  Sake  of  the  People. 
- — ~  I  njuft  therefore  look  with  a  moft 
jealous  Eye  upon  Arguments  which  make 
the  Members  the  only  Perfons  of  Confide-? 
ration,  after  they  have  juft  got  their  Be- 
ing ,  as  Members  from  the  People,  as  tend? 
ing  to  the  Subversion  of  every  Thing  that 
is  Good  and  Valuable  ;  which  mud,  foon 
or  late,  be  the  Confequence,  if  we  could 
fuppofe  that  thofc  Gentlemen,  when  fa- 
fhioned  into  Members  of  Parliament,  are 
to  be  thought  fo  abfolute,  that  they  are  tq 
give  no  Account  of  their  Actions,  are  not 
to  confult,  in  the  leaft,  the  Inclinations  of 
thofc  who  chofe  them,  nor  fo  much  as  to 

correfpond  with  them.- If  we  imagine, 

that  Members  are  rcfolved  to  a£t  agreeable 
to  the  Intercfts  of  the  People  who  chofe 
them,  there  is  Need, of  no  fuch  Arguments  $ 
but  indeed,  if  we  (liould  fuppofe  them  to 
be  determined  to  confult  their  private  In- 
tereft  only,  how  oppolite  foever  that  may 

be  to  the  People's  ;  if  they  are  to  be 

fuppofed   to  be  determined  to  have  the 

Good| 
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Good  of  their  Country  lea  ft  in  their  View? 
it  would  be  very  neceffary  for  them  to  de- 
clare off  with  their  Conftitucnts,  the  Mo? 
ment  they  are  chofen,  and  topul!  up  every 
fixed  Principle,  and  to  knock  off  all  Fetr 
ters  of  Reafon  and  Juftice,  that  they  may 
follow  their  ambitious  or  fordid  Views 
without  Controuh  But  then,  upon  the  o- 
ther  Hand,  no  Man,  who  has  any  Thing  to 
lofe  bv  their  Mifconduft,  would  fo  much 
as  hear  their  Names  with  Patience^  and 
would  avoid  their  'Principles  asPoifon  and 
Infection  :  And  therefore  we  are  to  enter- 
tain quite  different  Opinions  of  them,  and 
hope  they  will  act  agreeably  to  this  Ar- 
ticle. 

The  Articles  themfclves,  join'd  with 
thefe  few  tranfitory  Observations,  are,  in 
my  Opinion,  fufficicnt  to  demonftrate,  that 
they  contain  nothing  but  what  is  Uncon- 
tefied^  what  isGoody  and  Nationally  Goo d  l 
They  fpeak  the  Sentiments  of  every  Body- 
and  even  fuch  Creatures  as  may  prefume  to 
impugn  them,  (if  there  any  fuch  are)  muft 
feel  a  fecret  Remorfe  in  doing  fo  ;  which 
is  the  Cafe  of  every  Man,  who,  for  felfifh 
Ends,  prefers  his  own  Advantage  to  that 
of  the  Nation  :  They  may  ftifle  their  Con- 
yi&ion,  and  appear  what  they  arc  not  j 

but 
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but,  when  they  fhall  dare  to  confult  their 
Confciences,  they  niuft  condemn  them- 
felves. 

I  confess  I  could  not  bear  the  Lan- 
guage of  a  certain  Perfon,  who,  without 
pretending  to  obje£fc  any  Thing  amifs  in 
the  Recommendation,  that  was  read  over 
to  him  and  me,  burft  out  into  a  fharp  and 
petulant  Invedive  againft  the  Prefumption 
that  appeared  in  Electors  recommending 
fuch  Things  to  their  Member.  I  ask'd 
him,  if  Members  were  infallible  ?  If  we 
were  bound  to  think  them  fo  ?  —  If  all 
Judgment  was  committed  to  them  ?  If  it 
was  impertinent  for  Ele&ors  to  judge  in 

any  Thing  for  themfelves  ?  Upon 

What  Footing  the  Revolution  flood,  whe- 
ther upon  a  Refolution  of  Parliament  pro- 
ceeding it,  or  upon  the  Senfe  of  the  Na- 
tion declared  before  and  at  it  ?  If  Mem- 
bers were  the  only  Perfons  whom  it  con- 
cerned to  have  our  happy  Conftitution  pre- 
ferv'd,  what  Right  they  had  to  cramm 
their  Opinions,  (which  in  this  fuppos'd  Cafe 
would  be,  as  k  were,  lingular)  down  the 
Throats  of  the  Nation  ?  And  then  I  took 
Occafioh  to  obferve  to  him,  that  a  Law  re- 
quired fomethingmore  to  its2fe/#g,atleaft, 
to  its  Subfijling}  than  the  Approbation  of 

Members 
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Members  of  Parliament  alone,  who,  com* 
pared  to  the  Nation,   are  but  very  few  in 
Number;  I  mean, faid  I,  the  Approbation  of 
the  People,   without  which   it  would  be 
hard,  but  by  the  Help  of  Military  Force, 
to  carry  Ads   of  Parliament  into  Execu- 
tion.    Law,  faid  I,  Sir,  has  been  defcribed 
to  be  what  it  is  reafonable  all  fhould  o- 
bey$  for  many  Reafons,   but  Chiefly,  that 
all  Laws  are  the  Contrivance  and  Gift  of 
GOD,-     the  Decree  of  wife  Men  ^    the 
Chaftifement  of   all  Trefpaffes,  willingly 
or  unwillingly  committed  ;    the  common 
Bond,  or  Engagement  of  Society  ;  accord^ 
ingto  the  Prefcripts  of  which  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commonwealth  fliould  model 
their  Life  *.    Now,  Sir,  faid  I,  if  you  do 
fuppofe  Members   can  be  fo  unreafonable 
as  to  reje&,  with  Indignation  too,  fo  many 
Articles  in  which  the  Nation  is  fo  univer- 
fally  agreed,    to  what  Part  of  the  Defini- 
tion would  Laws,    I  mean,  A&s  of  Par- 
liament,   by  which  the   dircd    contrary 

Things 

,  •  Lex  ejl,  cut  omnes  obtemperare  convenit :  Turn  oi 
alia  mtilta,  turn,  vel  maxime,  eo,  quod  omnh  lex  m~ 
ventum  ac  mimus  Vet  eft  ;  decretnm  vera  prndentium 
bom'wum;  coercitio  eorwn,  quae  fponte  vel  invokmta- 
rie  delinquuntur  ;  communis  fponjio  civitatis  ;  ad  cn- 
jus  praefcriptum  omnes,  qui  in  ea  reipubllca  funt7  w* 
tarn  wjlitiiew  Aebent* 
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Things  to  thole  Articles  might  happen  to 
be  enadted,  agree  ?  Would  the  Nation 
think  fuch  Things  were  the  Gift  of  GOD, 
or  the  Decree  of  wife  Men  ?  Could  they 
be  brought  to  think  fuch  Ads  of  Parlia- 
ment, which,  it  is  probable,  they  now  think 
Would  tend  to  the  Diffolution,  would 
thereby  become  the  Bond  of  Society? 
Or,  would  they  then  think,  that  they  mail 
not  only  fubmit  to,  but  model  their  Lives 
by  the  Prescripts  of  fuch  Ordinances,  as 
are  now,  in  their  Opinion,  dire&ly  contrary 
to  their  Rights  and  Interefts?  That,  faid  I, 
5ir,  is  what  one  is  to  hope  for  from  no  Au- 
thority. Arguments  of  bare  Authority,  if 
that  is  firong  enough,  may  force  Submiflion, 
but  cannot  pretend  to  carry  Con  vidion  with 
them  ;  and  therefore,  I  fhall  always  Willi 
to  fee  the  Laws,  that  are  made  declarato- 
ry of  the  Senfe  of  the  People,  rather  as 
barely  authoritative,  which  I  fhould  appre- 
hend there  might  be  fome  Reafon  to  fear, 
if  Members  were  refolv'd  to  give  up  all 
■Corrcfpondcnce  with  their  Electors,  and 
not  only  not  to  contult  their  Inclinations, 
but  to  act  directly  contrary  to  them,  when 
decently  and  civilly  declared  to  them  : 
And  therefore,  I  concluded,  I  hop'd  all 
Members,  who  have  the  Honour  to  have 

Things 
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Things  of  fuch  Importance  recommended 
to  them,  will  be  far  from  thinking  it  Pre- 
fumption  in  their  Conftituents,  and  will 
think  it  their  Honour  to  aft  agreeably  to 
the  Things  recommended  :  For  they  can- 
not reafonably  imagine,  that  the  Peo- 
ple thinks  that  all  depends  upon  their 
almighty  Nod  j  and  that  they  have  an 
indefeafible  Right  to  faddle  their  Confti- 
tuents with  any  Thing,  tho'  contrary  to 
their  Inclinations  and  common  Opinions* 
The  People  think  Tyranny  an  execrable 
Thing,  and  would  fay.  That  many  Ty- 
rants make  it  yet  more  fo.  Language  I 
do  not  like  to  hear ;  and  what  therefore,  I 
hope,  every  Member  will  avoid  giving  a-\ 
ny  Sort  of  Occafion  for; 

I  have  faid,  That  I  cannot  but  approve 
of  the  decent  and  regular  Manner,  in  which 
the  Recommendations  have  been  propofed 
and  paftj  and  of  the  Subftance  of  fuch  o£ 
them  as  I  have  feen.  ■  i  1 1  have  already 
faid  fomething  to  the  Subftance  of  them,' 
to  which  I  fhall  only  beg  Liberty  to  add, 
£That,  by  the  Claim  of  Right,  it  is  decla- 
red, that  it  is  the  undoubted  Right  of  the 
Subject,  to  petition  King  or  Parliament  f 
and  therefore^  a  fortiori,  the  undoubted 
Right  of  Electors,  who  are  Subjefts,  to 
P<  recom- 
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recommend  their  Opinions  to  their  Mem- 
bers,  unleis  they  are  to  be  fuppofed  to  be 

above  either  King  or  Parliament* Now, 

what  Time  could   be  more  proper  to  take 
fuch  Things   under  Coniideration,  as  the 
Approach  of  the  firft  Seffion  of  a  new  Par- 
liament;    and  what  Meetings  more  pro- 
per, more  efpecially  that  fo  little  Time  is 
left,  as  a  Quarter-Seffions  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,    or  Meeting  of  the  Commiflio- 
ners  of  Supply,  where,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed^ 
a  great  Number  of  them  are  affembled  by 
the  Authority  or  Dire&ion  of  the  Law  e 
«—  Every  Time,  efpecially  that  of  dated 
legal  Meetings  of  Ele&ors  or  Freeholders, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  proper  Time  for 
fo  reafonablc  a  Work.  ^   If  it  fhall  be 
obje&ed,  that  the  Michaelmas  Court  was 
the  proper  Time  for  it*    I  anfwer*  it  was 
me  proper  Time,  no  Doubt,    becaufe  it  is 
a  legal  ftated  Time  of  the  Meeting  of 
Freeholders  :    But  will  it  from  thence  fol- 
low, that  therefore  the  Michaelmas  Head- 
Court  was  the  only  proper  Time  >    By  no 
Means.     This  is  what  no  Law  has  declar-i 
ed ;  and  it  feems  unquestionable^  that  E~ 
le&ors  have  this  humble  'Power >  of  recom- 
mending Things  to  their  Members,  com- 
petent; 
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petent  to  them  at  any  Time  ;  otherwifc 
a  very  great  Abfurdity  would  follow,  to 
wit,  that,  when  any  Thing  is  depending 
in  Parliament,  they  are  not  at  Liberty  to 
recommend  their  Opinion  upon  it  to  their 
Members ;  which  is  manifeftly  abfurd,  con- 
trary to  common  Pra&ice,  and  the  Opini- 
on of  the  Nation. 

The  Queftion  that  remains,  is,  If  thefe 
Recommendations  are  hurtful  to  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Nation,  and  nothing  but  the 
Produti  and  Spawn  of  Fa&ionand  Sediti- 
on,carried  on  with  no  other  Intention  than 
to  diftrefs  the  prcfent  Adminiftration  ;  in 
which  Cafe, I  have  admitted,  that  no  Wife, 
no  Good  Man  fhould  regard  them, 

I  conceive,  that  I  have  already  proved 
fufficiently,  that  the  Heads  of  the  Reco?n- 
mendation  are  far  from  being  hurtful  to  the 
true  Intereft  of  the  Nation :  And  from  this, 
I  think,  it  follows  pretty  naturally,  that 
they  are  not  the  Product  of  Faction  and 
Sedition,  Names  employed  always,  when 
rightly  ufed,  to  fignify  an  Intention  to  car- 
ry on  fomething  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
Nation  ;  but  which  can  with  no  Propri- 
ety be  applied  to  doing  Good  to  it.  And 
from  this  again  it  follows,  that  it  is  impof- 

fible 
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fible  the  giving  or  receiving  fach  Recom- 
mendations can  diftrefs  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftratiori;  unlefs  we  iliall  fuppofe,  that 
thofe  in  it  are  refolved  to  diftrefs  the  Na«? 
tion,  and  to  ruin  its  Liberties,  a  Thing  fo 
horrible,  that  no  Man  can  think  of  it  with-? 
out  Indignation,  and  therefore  what  eve- 
ry Body  would  wifti  were  not  true. ? 

I  lament  indeed  the  Weaknefs  of  fome 
People,  who  are  faid  to  be  concern'd  in 
the  Adminiftration,  and  who  are  fufpec- 
tcd  of  having  faid  fuch  poor  Things  :  I  am 
pretty  pofitive,  no  Body  of  found  Judg- 
ment will  think  that  they  do  great  Service 
to  the  Adminiftration,  who  talk  fo  ;  fince 
this  plainly  infers,  that  the  Liberty  of  the 
People,  and  the  Plan  of  the  Adminiftrati- 
on,  are  Oppoiites.  I  am  but  a  private  Man, 
a  very  private  Man,  and  therefore  I  dare 
not  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  thefe Things, 
that  are  recommended*  could  poflibly  dir 
Hrefs  the  Adminiftration  ;  becaufe  I  hope 
that  mill  he  as  it  flmild  be^  and  then  it  is 
impoffiblc  it  can  be  diftrelfcd  by  any  true 
Revolution  'Principle. 

Others  have  faid,  that  giving  fuch  Re- 
commendations is  altogether  unneceffary, 
there  being  no  intention  in  thofe  in  the 
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'Adminiftration  to  do  any  Thing  contrary 
to  the  Bulk  of  the  Things  recommended  $ 
and  therefore  it  were  more  decent  to  defer 
recommending  fuch  Things  till  a  more  mv 
gent  Occafion.  As  to  this,  if  it  muft  be  a- 
greed,  that  it  is  unreafonable  to  fufpeft 
thofe  in  the  Adminiftration,  of  any  Inten- 
tion, at  prefent)  to  do  any  Thing  contrary, 
to  the  Things  recommended,  it  is  becaufe 
they  are  in  themfelves  Good  ;  and,  if  they 
are  Goody  it  is  very  necelfary  they  fliould 
be  obferved;  and  what  it  is  very  necelfary  to 
beobferved,it  is  pretty  neceffary  to  recom* 
mend  to  be  obferved.  There  can  be  no 
Harm  in  that.  At  the  Revolution,  no  Bo- 
dy, when  a  Tender  of  the  Crown  was 
made  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
believed  they  would  venture  upon  any 
Thing  like  arbitrary  Power,  and  yet,  when 
they  were  to  be  chofen  to  be  King  and 
Queen,  it  was  neither  reckoned  indecent: 
nor  unneceflfary,  nor  what  could  diftrefs 
thpir  Government,  to  claim  certain  Things, 
as  Rights,  before  they  entred  upon  It  j  and 
therefore  I  think  it  can  neither  pafs  for  in- 
decent nor  unneceflary,  nor  what  can  di- 
ftrefs Members  of  Parliament,  to  hear  the 
fame  Things  told  over  to  them,  as  the  con- 
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tinned  Opinions  of  the  People  {  And  it  is 

impoffible  fuch  Things  can  more  diftrefs  the 
Government  of  our  prefent  moft  gracious 
King,  which*  by  the  A&  of  Settlement  of 
the  Crown,  upon  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of 
jHaapcer,  ftands  precifely  upon  the  fame 
Foundation  that  Theirs  did,  than  it  did 
Their  Government;  nor  thofe  in  the  Admi- 
iiiftration,  for  whom,  if  we  have  any  Re- 
gard at  all,  we  jnuft  believe  them  to  be  go- 
ing on  in  the  Path  of  Revolution  Principles, 
the  only  Thing  that  can  recommend  them 
to  us*  The  whole  of  thefe  Objections, 
therefore,  are  to  be  reje&ed,  either  be- 
caufe  they  do  refleft  upon  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  or  becaufe,  if  we  believe  there  is 
any  Ground  for  That,  that  it  is  the  more 
Beceffary  for  us  to  look  to  our  true  Inter  eft  * 
and  therefore  to  recommend  It,  with  the 
greacefl  Warmth,  to  our  Members  of  Par- 
liament.   I  am, 

Sir, 

Tour  moft  humble  Servant, 
Nathaniel  Scot. 

N.B.  The  Recommendation  above  inferted> 
ss  2  am  inform  d,  pafjed  wianimoufty  in 
a  frequent  Meeting* 


